
The Cardinal Track Team gave its best showing ever in Na-
tional competition as it piled up 26 points to finish sixth in last 
weekend's Division III showdown. Three days of  cold, rain 
and wind didn't stop the Cards from burning up the field at  
Cleveland. Tom Kerwin's 6'10" mark in the High Jump 
brought him a silver medal and Steve Jawor's performance in
the 5000 meter run also merited second-place points for NCC.
Don Milkent finished fourth in the nation in the quarter-mile 
with a time of  48.1 seconds. Rich Behlmer heaved the Shot Put 
far ough for a fourth spot and Joe Mallon set a new school 
record in his fifth-position showing in the 800 meter dash.  
Sophomore John Under, who finished fifth in the semi- final 
heat of  the 440 yard In- termediate Hurdles, found both high 
and low points in the team's performance. "We just had some 
back luck; otherwise, we couldn've done better. Jawor and 

erwin helped us a lot (with second-place tallies), but Larry 
Simmert scratched in the Triple Jump and Howard Hammer 
was injured in the Decathlon." As an overall comment, John 
added, "We did just about all we could this season. We've got
some good recruits for next year, but we'll be losing a lot of 
talented seniors. I don't know if we'll do quite as well next 
ear as we did this definitely be up there by my senior year."  

Senior Jim Nichols, who made the finals in the 1500 meter 
race, spoke very highly of the National meet. "It was a super 
team meet. Everybody was with us out there, at least in spirit 

 not physically. We had some great coaching from Al (Cari-
us), which also helped. We set high goals, for ourselves and 
even though we didn't reach them (win the National crown), 
we did our best." When asked about the team's future, Jim  added, "We've really got a super program here, thanks to Al  Carius. Al is one of  the best coaches in Illinois. The only place 
the team can go is up.""It's kind of  sad, now that it's over for 
us seniors. But we're gonna try to keep on competing, even 
when we're out of  school. I learned a lot while on the team,  and it's just become a part of my life I won't forget." One thing 
assuredly won't be forgotten; the contributions of  Jim Nichols 
and all the senior track team-members which have built a foun
dation of cellence for the Cardinal track pr
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“Fifty years from now I will probably look back on North Central as the time that 

I grew up and really became myself. I would cherish it since it gave me the chance 

to create some of my best friendships and relationships with so many amazing 

individuals.	 	

	 -Anthony	Marocco-Cuellar.	To	see	more	‘Faces	of	NCC’		follow	@chroniclencc	
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The North Central Chronicle is published on weeks 
three, six, and nine of each term by students of North 
Central College as a forum for providing news, opin-

ion and information of interest to the campus and 
the greater community.

 The views expressed in advertisements, editorials, 
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submissions for space, content or libel. Submit via 
email to chronicle@noctrl.edu or through campus 

mail, CM 192.
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Stella Fanega, a broadcast communication major, came to North 
Central College wanting a change for herself and for her family.  She 
was born in the Philippines, but at the age of six, she and her family 
moved to Thailand, where she would remain for the next 12 years.

“I wanted to change,” Fanega says. “I wanted to change how it 
was like for my family.  I wanted to be the first person in my family 
to study abroad, which I did.”

As a lover of adventure and new things, Fanega did not want to 
stay in one place for her entire life. She decided to take the first step 
in making that a reality when she applied to NCC.

“I thought that studying abroad would give me the opportunities 
to do and be who I want to be, which has helped me a lot,” says 
Fanega.

Joyce Pring, a TV personality in the Philippines, inspired Fanega 
to pursue broadcast communication.

“I saw myself in her,” says Fanega. “I saw myself doing what she 
is doing: hosting events, singing, writing, doing fashion and what 
not. That is why I decided to take broadcast communication because 
it is the type of field I want to be in.”

Bob Tomaszewski is currently a junior at North Central, majoring 
in journalism and minoring in Middle Eastern and North African 
studies. He chose this unusual minor because he hopes to work 
abroad once he graduates as a journalist in a high-conflict area. 

Tomaszewski is the forum editor for the Chronicle, and he also 
works on campus as a Writing Center tutor, having recently traveled 
to Pittsburgh to attend the International Writing Center Associa-
tion’s conference with two other tutors and Dr. Jennifer Jackson. 

Tomaszewski is a commuter, which is part of the reason he 
decided to come to North Central; he prefers commuting over living 
on campus. He’s an only child who lives with his parents, but he 
spends the majority of his time away from home, either on campus 
or traveling.

One of Tomaszewski’s passions is going to concerts- he says he’s 
been to at least 75 in his lifetime. He prefers alternative rock, but 
will listen to anything ranging from jazz to EDM. He also loves 
entering contests, and most recently won a contest that sent him to 
Thermal, Calif., to test-drive BMWs on a race track. 

Emily Zadny is academically a junior at North Central Col-
lege, but only a sophomore athletically. 

Zadny transferred to NCC her sophomore year from Alma 
College in Michigan. She has quite the busy schedule here, as 
she is the sports editor for the Chronicle, as well as a lacrosse 
player. You can also find her working in the press box at 
sporting events. She is also a full-time student, and somewhere 
between all of that she finds time for homework and sleep. 

Coming from Hartland, Wis., Zadny also carries the heavy 
burden of being a Packers fan here in Bears’ territory. However, 
that should not be considered too much of a burden, considering 
that the Packers have won nine of the past 10 games against the 
Bears. 

You do not want to get on Zadny’s bad side, especially when 
she is grumpy from waking up at 4 a.m. for lacrosse practice. 

Aside from playing the physical sport of lacrosse and dealing 
with hostility from Bears fans, Zadny is actually a very nice 
person and will not beat you up at recess if you turn an article in 
a day late.

Meet the NCC Chronicle Staff

Chronicle ‘Throw Back”Jarred DeHerrera: Managing Editor 

What my
friends think I do: 

What my 
parents think I do: What I actually do:

Luke Langlois: Design Editor

20152009

Stella Fanega: Fashion Writer Bob Tomaszewski: Forum Editor Emily Zadny: Sports Editor
Melanie Wolf
Arts Editor

Hannah Bevis
News Editor   

Anthony La Parry
Sports Writer
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Reaching new heights
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continued on page 6

Justyn Polk
Contributing Writer   

North Central College’s Office of International 
Programs was established in 1994. Now, 21 years 
later, the college has exactly 99 students from 
across the world here this fall term. This is the 
highest number of international students that the 
school has seen. 

The 99 international students enrolled at North 
Central College are a very diverse group, coming 
from Sweden, Rwanda, Honduras and everywhere 
in between. 

One of eight students seeking a first-year degree 
is Steve Martin Fanega from Thailand, who chose 
North Central College because his sister is a 
junior here and because he was impressed with the 
computer science program. 

Fanega’s transition to North Central wasn’t too 
difficult because he went to a “school with an 
American curriculum.” Fanega added that, since 
North Central is a smaller institution, he feels as 
close to the professors at North Central College as 
he felt to the teachers in high school.

The international student adviser, Jesus Velasco, 
explained how smaller institutions are more 
accommodating for international students. 

“It is a struggle for a lot of international students 
at [the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign],” 
Velasco said. “That’s one of the schools with the 
highest number of international students in the 
entire country, but, at the same time, their students 
don’t get the same experience and attention that 
international students get here.”

Velasco is hands-on with most of the 
international students that attend North Central 
and his work with the students sometimes 
continues even after the students graduate.

“(I’m) working with about 115 international 
students because, after an international student 
graduates, they are technically still under North 
Central College’s immigration licensing,” Velasco 
said, so he oversees all of their activity. 

Feeling homesick is a common problem for 
students going away to college, even if the 
college is in the same state as their family. That 
homesickness can be amplified when students go 
away to a completely different country. 



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
Dodgeball
7 p.m., Nichols Gym, Merner Field House

Focus (Featuring an Alumni Speaker)
9 p.m., Koten Chapel, Kiekhofer Hall

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22
Trivia
12:15 p.m., upstairs 
Harold & Eva White Activities Center

WAC Window Painting
7 p.m. - midnight, The Cage  
Harold & Eva White Activities Center

“Wasteland”*
7:30 p.m., Theatre at Meiley-Swallow Hall

Kickoff Concert: Peter Frampton  
“Raw, An Acoustic Tour”*
8 p.m., Pfeiffer Hall

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
Graduate Programs Alumni After  
Hours Social & Networking Event
5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Schoenherr Gallery, Fine Arts Center

FNP Block Party/The Union presents  
JC Brooks & The Uptown Sound
6 p.m., Championship Plaza

Bonfire & WACky Olympics
8 p.m., Benedetti-Wehrli Stadium, south lawn

Alumni Swim Meet & Gathering
7 p.m., Merner Field House

Homecoming Concert  
& Dessert Reception**
8 p.m., Wentz Concert Hall and Lobby

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
Athletic Hall of Fame  
Breakfast with Champions
9 a.m., Madden Theatre, Fine Arts Center

Alumni Flag Football Game
9 a.m., Benedetti-Wehrli Stadium

Symposium for Education Alumni
9:30 - 11 a.m., Tyson Curriculum Center 
Oesterle Library

African American Alumni  
Association Annual Meeting
9:30 - 10:30 a.m., Benedetti-Wehrli Stadium, room 220

Alumnae Volleyball Match
10 a.m., Gregory Arena, Merner Field House

Wrestling Team Open Practice
10 a.m., Nichols Gym, Merner Field House

Enactus (SIFE) Alumni Event
10 a.m., Rall House, 329 S. Brainard St.

Marketing Alumni Event
10 a.m., Community Gathering Room, Kiekhofer Hall

Athletic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
11 a.m., Wentz Concert Hall

African American Alumni  
Association Walk/Bike-A-Thon
11 a.m. - 1 p.m., Championship Plaza

Residence Life Reunion
11 a.m., south lawn of New Hall, 451 S. Brainard St.

Education Alumni Pre-Game Barbecue
Noon - 2 p.m., Merner Field House, Parking Lot

Homecoming Parade
12:45 p.m., south on Brainard Street  
to Championship Plaza

African American Alumni  
Association Meet-N-Greet
1 - 2 p.m., Rall House, 329 S. Brainard St.

Football Game vs. Wheaton College
2 p.m., Benedetti-Wehrli Stadium

Cheer/Dance/Mascot Alumni Performance
2 p.m., Benedetti-Wehrli Stadium

Homecoming  
Reunion Celebration
6 - 11 p.m., Residence Hall/Recreation Center

“Wasteland”*
7:30 p.m., Theatre at Meiley-Swallow Hall

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
Worship Service
10 a.m., Koten Chapel, Kiekhofer Hall

Jonny Lang*
6 p.m., Wentz Concert Hall, Fine Arts Center

*Ticket required. **Free. Ticket required.
To purchase tickets, visit northcentralcollege.edu/
show or call the Box Office at 630-637-SHOW (7469).

REUNION CELEBRATION
Saturday, 6 - 11 p.m., Residence Hall/Recreation Center

Reception 
6 - 7 p.m.

Outstanding Alumni Awards presentation & program
7 - 7:30 p.m.

Dinner & Dancing 
7:30 - 11 p.m. TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

at the WAC info desk.

For more information about these Homecoming events, please visit

cardinalnet.northcentralcollege.edu/student-life/homecoming-2015

2015HOMECOMING
October 21 - 25 Weekend Schedule

#NCWelcomeHome

NORTH CENTRAL COLLEGE

Spotlight Events Student Events

homecoming 2015_oct 9_10.25x13.indd   1 10/20/2015   10:30:22 AM
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Allison Hartman
Contributing Writer

The new year has brought new changes to 
EDGE: Structured Study, a program that has seen 
a change in leadership three times in the past 
three years. With faculty coming in and out of the 
position, student services has decided to take a 
different angle by making it a department effort. 

Since EDGE is mostly run by students, these 
little changes make a world of difference. Re-
becca Rychel, the newest graduate assistant for 
student services, is highly involved in EDGE. 
Having had the experience of being an EDGE 
tutor in the past, Rychel knows how to work with 
student tutors as well as students who use EDGE 
services.

With the student services office being one of 
the smaller offices on campus, the faculty has 
changed leadership, making EDGE more of a 
group effort.  With the last director leaving last 
spring, and the department still looking to fill 
the position, spreading out the duties for EDGE 
has been crucial for the faculty and the student 
workers. 

“With no one in charge, we have been all 
pitching in and doing different things for EDGE,” 
Rychel said. “I make an effort to actually go to 
EDGE and see how it is going.”

One of the biggest struggles EDGE has had 
in the past is that their hours were from 7:30 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. This meant students who live 
off-campus or students who work at night missed 
the valuable tutoring that EDGE offers. 

“We are very excited to have our new morning 
hours in the Writing Center,” Rychel said. “We 
have been working on this since last spring and 
it’s exciting to have it underway. We had too 
many students coming to us with the problem of 
missing EDGE because of work or commuting.”

These new hours provide an opportunity for 
all students to get the help they need. The new 

New leadership sparks changes in EDGE

Photo by Megan Clay

New changes have made tutors’ lives easier and have provided more tutoring options for students.

changes didn’t only help the students going to 
EDGE, but the students who work at EDGE 
as well. For example, the math tutors get dry 
erase boards to help enhance the learning ex-
perience of the students who attend EDGE. 

Rychel said, “The small changes to EGDE 
this year really add up to make it a better envi-
ronment as a whole for our students.” 

Tiara Sondgeroth, a senior biology tutor, 
has been a part of the program for three years. 
Watching EDGE evolve over the years, she 
says that it is always improving to provide the 
best atmosphere for all of the students. 

“As a tutor, we have been given the oppor-
tunity to hold hours in the morning, which is 
great for us and also for the students that are 
unable to attend the nightly EDGE hours,” 
said Sondgeroth. “We also only have to log 
our tutees once instead of in two separate 

locations, which was a hassle. Overall, I think 
the changes made to EDGE are providing the 
workers and those that attend with a more en-
joyable experience, which means great things 
for EDGE.”

There is so much trust in the tutors and 
monitors of EDGE, making the students’ 
input important. With EDGE being mostly a 
student-run program, this takes weight off the 
shoulders of the faculty in student services. 
While waiting for a new director to come 
through, Academic Support and Student 
Services will work together to keep EDGE 
running smoothly. The new changes seem to 
be making both the tutor and tutees happier 
with the way EDGE is run.. 

The new morning hours for EDGE are now 
in the writing center from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 

Check out contributing writer Zoe 
White’s full story on the TIP Talks 
on our website at NCClinked.com

TIP TALK’S POPULARITY GROWING

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS  
continued from page 4

Fanega mentioned that one reason he 
picked North Central was because he has 
a sibling already attending the college, 
but he also spoke on how tough it is to be 
an international student because he and 
his sister are not able to go home every 
break to be with their family. 

“The expense to travel back to Thai-
land and back here would cost my family 
great, in terms of money,” said Fanega.

Most people who went to summer 
camp as a child have experienced the 
first day jitters, and not wanting their par-
ents to leave them in some strange place. 
Fast-forward to the last day, when they 
are sad to leave their new friends behind 
and go back home with their parents. 
After acclimating yourself to a certain 
environment, struggling to just walk 
away from it is understandable.

While Fanega is only a freshman in 
college, he has accepted the fact that he 
will not be able to see his family as much 
as he would like, and is already thinking 
of possibly making America his home 
later in life. 

“I can see myself making the U.S.A. 
my home, post-graduation,” said Fanega. 
The aspiring computer scientist con-
tinued, “I believe I would find a better 
paying job here than anywhere else.”

Staying in America after graduation is 
not as easy as it sounds for international 
students. Velasco explained that there’s a 
difficult process for students to find work 
in America, post-graduation. 

“Right now we have about 15 students 
doing optional practical training,” said 
Velasco. Optional practical training is 
covered in the student visa and gives 
students the opportunity to legally work 
in America for one year after graduation. 

“During their senior years, we work on 
students’ resumes and help them apply 
for jobs because they have to find a job 
within 90 days after they graduate,” 
Velasco said. He went on to explain that 
“Students can only work for 12 months, 
unless they get sponsored by a company; 
sponsorship is an H-1B visa. The appli-
cation costs $2,500, which the company 
usually pays for, so most companies try 
to sign on students for three to five years 
to cover the cost.”

Photo by Justyn Polk

The office of international programs has 
grown considerably since its establishment 
in 1994.Photos by Zoe White
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Science Center 
evolves from ‘Pit’

continued on page  9

Bob Tomaszewski
Forum Editor   

A recent poll conducted by web editor Shane 
Hoffman on the possible names for the hole in 
the center of campus revealed that “The Money 
Pit” is the name that resonates with most vot-
ers. 
Mike Hudson, the assistant vice president 

for business operations, has been employed 
on campus for 21 years. He works on the 
construction and renovation projects, as well 
as with maintenance and cleaning staffs on 
campus. 
The pit is nearly done. The dirt shines into the 

heavens. The trucks have rolled in and out, tak-
ing with them the remains of Student Village 
and professors’ former office spaces.  
Hudson comments that “Excavation is almost 

completed.” In the place of Student Village and 
offices are long, dirt-filled commons.
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The Good
Drug war finally over?

The UglyThe Bad
“Stepping” out of bounds U.S. involved in hospital bombing

Virgin mobile chief Richard Branson has leaked that 
the United Nations (UN) will call for an end to the war 
on drugs.

There was a serial foot-fondler on campus at Oesterle 
Library this past week- not a topic to “tread” lightly on, 
though most students seem to have taken it in “stride.”

There was likely U.S. involvement in an air strike on a 
Doctors Without Borders hospital in Kunduz, Af-
ghanistan. Afghanistan is conducting an independent 
investigation.

STUDENTS ‘FED’ UP
Raiha Akram
Contributing Writer
  
Laura Ebsworth, a sophomore musical theatre 

major, suffered from dozens of allergic reactions 
during the 2014-2015 academic year. 

“It severely affected my well-being, and I was 
sick all the time,” she said. 

The situation became so severe that she tried 
to find off-campus housing for the 2015-2016 
school year. She wanted to be off the meal plan 
and have the ability to prepare her own food. 
Unfortunately, her options fell through at the last 
minute and she had to live in the Residence Hall/
Recreation Center, in a dorm with no kitchen.

Being an out-of-state student, Ebsworth had it 
harder than many others. “I am in no position to 
commute to campus, and I can’t go home on the 
weekends to eat,” she said.

Two months after her housing decision was 
finalized, Ebsworth was on the phone with a 
friend voicing her angst about dining on cam-
pus. 

“The connection was bad so my friend was 
having trouble understanding me,” Ebsworth 
said. “It frustrated me to the point where I just 
got onto social media, created a Facebook group, 
and advertised it and my cause on every NCC 
page I could find.”  Within the first two weeks, 
Ebsworth gained 50 members.

This was the beginning of a new club on 
campus: the Food Allergy/Dietary Restrictions 
Association. Abbreviated and known as FADRA, 
it was started in July 2015. Now, the club is 
working for their cause full-time. Several new 
officer positions were filled just a couple of 
weeks ago.

FADRA’s main goal is to improve and stan-
dardize dietary accommodations on campus. 
Ebsworth said that, sometimes, the school just 
doesn’t realize how much needs to happen. 

“We want to make dietary accommodation 
information as easily accessible and as com-
mon knowledge as registering for classes,” she 
said.

Ebsworth is working with the Dean of 
Students office, Res Life and ITS to create a 
dietary survey so that Chartwells knows the ex-
act numbers of students with food allergies and 
dietary restrictions that they will cater for.

FADRA is also working with students who 
have religious dietary restrictions, and with the 
vegan/vegetarian student population. 

The club’s new religious correspondent, 
sophmore Asma al-Odaini, is a computer sci-

ence major and also a member of the Muslim 
Student Association.

“As the number of students with religious 
dietary restrictions increased, it was important 
to add this section to FADRA,” said al-Odaini. 
“Before FADRA, it was hard for such students 
to get the assistance they needed because they 
didn’t have an organized way of doing it.” Al-
Odaini said FADRA is taking note of students 
with religious dietary restrictions and convey-
ing their needs to the dining administration on 
campus.

FADRA’s hands-on approach to making 
changes on campus is what makes it stand 
out from the large number of clubs already 
established. 

Photo by Bob Tomaszewski

North Central’s new club, FADRA, helps students with food allergies and dietary restrictions.

New FADRA organization advocates for food options on campus 

Hudson compares his excitement for 
this project to that of the fine arts center, 
which he says “has been a great thing for 
students.”

Hudson, who is involved with the 
budget, commented that “we are in good 
condition right now to meet the budget 
that was set.” 

Perhaps the building won’t be such the 
“Money Pit,” that readers have named it, 
because the science center is only a por-
tion of the $150 million Brilliant Future 
Campaign.

Workers are currently in the process 
of installing the concrete footings that 
the foundation wall of the science center 
will sit on. Hudson estimated this to take 
until around November.

Starting in November, the steel frame 
of the building will be going up and there 
will be a crane present on campus. 

“They are starting in the south and 
working their way north,” Hudson 
explained.

The completion of the framing is 
expected to be in March or April. About 
five to six months on a single aspect 
may seem like a long time, but there is a 
reason for it. Steel erection is one of the 
few things that can be done during the 
winter.

“In some ways, it may seem slow 
or consistent, but that is purposefully 
done,” said Hudson.

Hudson has “not had really any chal-
lenges” along the way, with one or two 
exceptions.

“The start of the job was a little slow, 
with getting all the permits, and the 
weather at the start was a little bit of a 
challenge,” Hudson admitted.

During the summer is when most of 
the brick and mortar is expected to be 
completed, and about a year from now, 
during next fall term, is when most of 
the interior design and decorating will 
happen. With that, the building will be 
completely finished by fall 2017. 

One of the components Hudson is 
excited about is the large number of 
commons spaces. 

Hudson is excited and has reason to be. 
They have been planning this project for 
the last decade. When another college 
built a science center, Hudson and others 
would find out what worked and what 
didn’t work. 

The new building will have four 
glass-enclosed private areas that look out 
over the space. The spaces are ten feet 
by thirty feet – a new kind of “student 
village.”

For now the science center remains a 
pit, but a busy one at that.

Coffee on campus: good or bad?

Check out contrib-
uting writer Justyn 
Polk’s full story on 
coffee availabilty 
on campus on our 
website at 
NCClinked.com

MONEY PIT   from page 7

See more about “FADRA”
 at NCClinked.com

In some ways, it may seem slow or  

consistent, but that is purposefully done”

—Mike Hudson, Assistant Vice President for Business Operation 
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arts EDITOR: Melanie Wolf mnwolf@noctrl.edu

Melanie Wolf
Arts Editor

Starting winter term, North Central College will be 
offering a new course in costume design (THE 285), 
which will give students a glimpse into what goes on 
behind the scenes of a theatrical production.  Eliza-
beth “Lizzie” Bracken, assistant professor of theater, 
will be teaching the course.  

Costume design is one very personal aspect of de-
sign. It challenges designers to create garments that 
not only reflect the ideas and goals of the produc-
tion, but simultaneously shape and express who the 
character is. 

Bracken states, “the costume designer is the person 
who will read the script, talk to the director, meet 
with the actors and figure out exactly what each of 
those articles of clothing should look like, how they 
should be built, and what they should be made of.”

Professionally speaking, designers would normally 
work alongside a costume shop in order to build the 
custom designed garment for each actor and each 
character.  And often times multiple costumes are 
needed for each actor and each character.  Howev-
er, here at North Central, students will be learning 
how to construct their own pieces to represent their 
characters.

The course itself will be focusing on two main 
topics: how character development relates to the 
design of a costume and the development of drawing 
skills.

Students will be “exploring who these people real-
ly are when we are telling the story,” says Bracken.  
“Therefore, how does that inform what they would 
be wearing, what articles of clothing or how they 
would represent themselves...[also] how the play-
wright wants to represent them during the actual 
performance of a piece,” Bracken explains. “The art 
is really connected to character.”

Costumes give the audience information on the 
individual character, the relationship among other 
characters and on different groups of characters.  
Consider your own wardrobe for example.  Now, 
think of what you would choose to wear to a job 
interview, on a first date, to wash the car, or to go to 
class.  What you wear says a great deal about whom 
you are and what you intend to do.  The same goes 
for on the stage.

continued on page  12

Costume design:  the missing piece

Photo by Melanie Wolf/ Drawing by Briana Tobin ’16
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FOREVERATLAST, Bad Blood

Three Days Grace, Fallen Angel

Islander, Cold Speak

Against the Current, Outsiders

Vance Joy, Fire and the Flood

JR JR, Gone

Call or text 

630-637-8989

@request_WONC

facebook.com/wonc89.1

Listen 
online or 

on the 
iHeartRadio 

app

Surrounding Sounds
Cannibal Corpse 10 String Symphony Plain White T’s

Facts about the band: The band is from Buf-
falo, New York and was formed in December 
1988.  Since then the band has released thir-
teen studio albums.  The members of Cannibal 
Corpse were originally inspired by thrash 
metal bands like Slayer and Kreator, but also 
drew inspiration from death bands such as 
Morbid Angel, Autopsy and Death.

Facts about the band: Nashville duo 10 
String Symphony began as a partnership 
of mutual love for the range and depth of 
the 5-string fiddle.  Their desire to see just 
how far two-fiddles and two-vocals could 
take them was the inspiration for 10 String 
Symphony.  Only two years old as a band, the 
Nashville duo has already gained recognition 
and attention from some major festivals.

Facts about the band: Plain White T’s 
formed in Lombard, Illinois in the fall of 
1997.  They started out as a trio of high school 
friends Tom Higgenson, Dave Tirio and Ken 
Fletcher and mostly played local punk shows 
in Chicago’s suburbs.  Steve Mast was later 
recruited as the band began to establish itself 
in the local scene. The Plain White T’s are 
best known for their U.S. number one hit song 
“Hey There Delilah,” which achieved plati-
num status in 2007 and earned two Grammy 
nominations.

Date: Friday, October 30, 2015 Date: Friday, October 30, 2015 Date: Wednesday, November 11, 2015
Location: Durty Nellies – 180 N. Smith St 
Palatine, IL 60067

Location: Fitzgerald’s – 6615 Roosevelt Rd. 
Berwyn, IL

Location: The Tree of Joliet – 22 W Cass St, 
Joliet, IL 60432

Genre: Death Metal Genre: Acoustic / Contemporary Folk
Genre: Pop Punk

Website: http://cannibalcorpse.net/ Website: http://www.10stringsymphony.com/ Website: http://www.plainwhitets.com/

‘A Streetcar Named 
Desire’ delights NCC

Kathryn Bloch
Contributing Writer

North Central College’s theatre depart-
ment recently put on a performance of Ten-
nessee Williams’ play, “A Streetcar Named 
Desire.” 

Directed by guest director Jason Gerace, 
the show ran for five sold-out performances, 
from Oct. 8 to Oct. 11 in the Madden Theatre 
at the Fine Arts Center. The performance 
was enhanced by the intimate setting of the 
theater, as well as realistic set production 
that the actors were able to move about 
effortlessly. The production also consisted of 
a small, extremely talented cast, which was 
able to display the range of emotion that this 
play requires. 

“A Streetcar Named Desire” tells the story 
of Blanche DuBois, portrayed by senior 
theatre and speech communication major, 
Colleen DeRosa, coming to live with her sis-
ter Stella and her husband Stanley, portrayed 
respectively by senior musical theatre major 
Samantha Hess and junior theatre major Jack 
Morsovillo. The play focuses on the conflict-
ing personalities, views and experiences of 
the characters, and the emotional struggle 
that manifests between sisters Blanche and 
Stella.

Each member of the cast took special care 
to not only uncover their own character’s 
motivations, but payed close attention to 
how their characters fit into the rest of the 
production. 

“Blanche is at the end of her line, but she 
still goes to extremes to preserve whatever 
she has left,” says junior Nicole Borowski, 
who played Eunice. “Stanley and Stella, on 
the other hand, are in the beginning of their 
lives together, yet each one of them takes 
measures to keep alive the worlds they have 
constructed for themselves.”

The process that leads up to opening night 
of any play is crucial, and for the “Streetcar” 
cast this was no different. 

Photo by Kathryn Bloch

The North Central theater department 
performed Tennesse Williams’ play “A 
Streetcar Named Desire” from Oct. 8-11.

“The first few days of rehearsal we all sat 
at a table with the director and dug into the 
thematic elements of the play,” says DeRosa. 
“It was a great space to ask questions and 
address why each character does what they 
do.” 

Through this process, the cast got to know 
not only their characters, but also each other. 

“The most rewarding part of being in this 
play was the opportunity to work with such 
a smart, dedicated team of fellow actors and 
designers and an insightful Chicago direc-
tor,” says DeRosa.

 Not only did the cast find the play itself to 
be challenging, but it grew to be a learning 
experience for each member. 

“I knew of, and casually mingle with, 
the theatre department, but seeing how 
these people think and work was so great,” 
Borowski says. 

See more about “Streetcar Named 
Desire” at NCClinked.com

Check out contributing 
writer Troy Kelleher’s 

story on Marissa  
Allen through our  

website at  
NCClinked.com

WONC
currents
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     TV Show                  Comedy Film            Horror Flick      Documentary

Your

Fix

iZombie- Season 1 (2015)
If you’re trying to get your Halloween 
mojo flowing, why not try watching 
iZombie? When Liv Moore – a 
25-year-old medical resident – was 
infected by a zombie after boat party, 
she becomes Seattle’s newest undead 
investigator.  Based on the DC Comics 
series of the same name, “iZombie” is 
worth checking out.

Housebound (2014)
After getting in trouble with the law 
one too many times, a young woman 
finds is to house arrest in her 
childhood home.  Unfortunately for 
her and her estranged mother, there’s 
a restless spirit shacked up with them 
who is not about to leave anytime 
soon.  “Housebound” is a perfect 
movie for the October season.

Babadook (2015)
“Babadook,” follows Amelia, a 
widowed single mother who struggles 
to help her son Samuel overcome his 
fear of monsters.  After stumbling 
upon a children’s book depicting a 
monster called the Babadook, both 
mother and son begin to feel an eerie 
presence in their house. “Babadook” 

was named last year’s scariest movie 
for a reason!

What Happened, Miss 
Simone? (2015)
This documentary focuses on the 
life of Nina Simone.  The 
classically-trained pianist and jazz 
singer suffered from bipolar and 
depressive episodes throughout her 
career, while continuing to 
advocate for civil rights and 
equality for blacks.

 
 According to a Forbes article titled “The 
Cult of Apple and the Church of Cook,” the reason 
why Apple has fostered such a deep passion within 
its supporters is simple.  Ewan Spence writes, 
“Apple is a cult, and the Apple Store is its disciple’s 
church.”  Today 50,000 Apple Store employees 
serve one million customers a day across Apple’s 
450 stores worldwide, reports Forbes Carmine Gal-
lo.  But why? According to the article, Apple pro-
vides powerful collective experiences that emphasis 
an individual’s place within a larger group.  To 
understand it, you do not have to look further than 
its iPhone release days.  Apple creates this powerful 
hype around release dates by not pushing exclu-
sivity, but inclusiveness.  “The Apple Store takes 
a personal experience with technology and forces 
it to be shared with others in public. It helps create 
habits and rituals to the Apple experience.  That 
takes the Apple Store beyond simple marketing to 
a point where it actively works to encourage Apple 
fans to be better Apple fans,” writes Spence.  The 
brand has creates a strong emotional bond between 
the customer and the company, and that in turn helps 
explain the high sales of Apple products.  Here is 
what North Central Students on campus had to say:

Students Respond to Apple 
as an Iconic Brand

“I don’t really feel like I’m ‘Go Apple’ or ‘No 
Apple,’ but I think it’s interesting how there are 
definitely two types of people. They’re constantly 
updating things. You compete with yourself and 
others constantly.” –Hunter Harper, ‘16

“I think more people are buying Apple for the 
brand, but the phones are losing popularity to 
android.” –Lori Andrews, ‘18

“I feel that people who buy into Apple kind of 
like, put on blinders, you know?  They only buy 
Apple from that point on and that’s annoying to 
someone like me who really likes to diversify 
between what I buy.  Especially with tech, part 
of the fun of a new device is learning how to use 
it.  You lose part of the fun when you stick to the 
same old brand.” - Jack Weinberg, ‘17

-Melanie Wolf, Kathryn Bloch and Kaitlyn Paschke 

Arts in
the news

Stella Fanega
Fashion Writer

Fashion outfits in the 1950s involved 
high-waisted pants for women and men, 
extravagant knee-length skirts for women, 
patterned button-up shirts for men and 
blouses for women. At this time, women’s 
and men’s apparel was seen as formal, but 
they also symbolized elegance.  Women 
had porcelain makeup, while men had their 
hair slicked back.

If you are thinking that you weren’t 
born in the fifties so it doesn’t matter, 
think about how the fashion of the fifties 
is still prevalent today. Fashion is all about 
learning new styles and ways to enhance 
your creativity through your clothing and 
accessories.

Fashion became an important part of 
culture back in the fifties. During that time, 
fashion became one of the ways in which 
people expressed their own individuality. 
The styles and different types of clothing 
in the fifties emphasized the way people 
should dress. However, fifties fashion fo-
cused more on helping women define their 
roles in society.

Women were expected to dress up in 
particular ways.  In every clothing store, 
women were sold body shapers to help 
slim their waistlines.  As a result, buying 
body shapers to give them thinner waists 
put young women under a lot of pressure.  

Fashion backtracks to the 1950s

Photos by Stella Fanega

The other main aspect to the course 
focuses on developing students’ drawing 
skills, specifically in figure and fabric 
rendering.  While this is a more practical 
side of costume design, it is, nevertheless, 
important.  Designers must be able to 
show the director and any collaborators 
what their idea is in a clear and attractive 
way.

“There will be a lot of time spent draw-
ing figures in different kinds of costumes 
or different types of fabric...looking at 
how to represent those with pencil or with 
watercolors or ink,” says Bracken.

 The costume design course will be-
come a part of the new theatrical design 
and technology major, which has been 
added this year.  Currently, North Central 
offers courses in scenic design, lighting 
design and stage management.

Bracken states that, “the other big-

gest area of theater design is costume 
design.  So there was a little bit of a hole 
and we wanted to make sure that, at the 
very least, we allow students to explore 
those three major areas of design: scenic, 
lighting and costume.  Down the line, we 
would love to expand more into offering 
courses in sound design...and maybe even 
work with the art department for courses 
in projection design and integrative media 
because we have a lot of opportunity with 
that department too.  But costume was a 
big missing piece that we wanted to make 
sure to offer.”

Bracken came to North Central in 
2013, bringing extensive experience of 
scenic design with the Chicago theater 
community, mostly as a set designer and 
occasionally as costume designer.  From 
day one, it was her job to help the theatre 
department’s chairperson, Carin Silkaitis, 

develop the proposal for the new major. 
With it, she needed to figure out what 
courses were missing and would support 
this new major.  Costume design was the 
very first class Bracken wanted to add to 
the major.

“I think that everyone agreed that ‘If 
we’re going to do this major, we really 
need to have costume design; it’s a very 
key element,’” Bracken says. “So right 
off the bat, it was an important step we 
wanted to take.”

Whether you are a theater major or 
not, Bracken says that students should 
expect an “interesting exploration of both 
drawing as an art and theater as analysis 
of character.”

If you are interested in this course, no 
matter what your major may be, contact 
Professor Bracken at edbracken@noctrl.
edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Kathryn Bloch ‘16 and Enrique Velasco 
Sanchez ‘17 show off ’50s-inspired fashion.

It was seen as a negative influence to 
women and it also gave people the wrong 
impression of beauty and fashion.

Corsets, controllers and bustier tops 
were the standard fashion apparel that 
women would die for.  To this day, wom-
en are still in love with the style of the 
fifties.  Fashion wasn’t just all about how 
men and women dressed. People also 
focused on how women and men actually 
presented themselves in certain outfits.

Women usually paid more attention 
to what they were wearing compared 
to men.  Throwing it back to the fifties, 
this was a time when women chose 
their outfits according to the roles they 
played in society.  For example, women 
were known to have different outfits 
to do housework, run errands, attend 
social events and parties and even to go 
to the gym.  Women dressed to impress 
their husbands, friends and even their 
neighbors.  Men, on the other hand, did 
not care as much about impressing or 
pleasing others.  They paid attention to 
how they looked, but focused more on 
expressing their individualities.

Kathryn Bloch, a senior at North 
Central, exhibits a fashion style that is 
reminiscent of how women dressed in the 
fifties.  Her style is filled with elegance. 
One outfit of hers in particular consisted 
of a floral high-waisted skirt, a vintage 
white blouse with floral lace around the 

collar and a pair of light brown ankle 
boots.

“Fifties fashion opens the door to add-
ing more vintage items to my wardrobe,” 
says Bloch.

The fashion of the fifties has allowed 
both women and men to feel a little more 
comfortable by giving them the right 
motivation to pick out their own fashion 
choices. 

Designed by Deidre Ewers
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sports
EDITOR: Emily Zadny, elzadny@noctrl.edu

Homecoming week is here and to add to the hype, 
the Cardinal football team will take on the Wheaton 
College Thunder for the most anticipated game on the 
Cardinal’s schedule. This year the Battle for the Little 
Brass Bell will conclude the homecoming week festiv-
ities.
Coaches and players for both teams can hardly put 

into words how much this game means to them every 
year. They will, however, tell you that hoisting up the 
Little Brass Bell after their team’s victory is a feeling 
they always cherish. 
“Every time we play that game it means a ton,” head 

coach Jeff Thorne said. “This program is a huge part of 
my family and we all know how important the rivalry 
is.”
Coming in ranked 7th in the nation by d3football.

com, Wheaton will be a great opportunity for North 
Central to boost their spot in the rankings, where they 
are currently sitting at 17th after starting off the season 
1-2 in non-conference play. 
“It means everything,” said Thorne when asked about 

the impact this game has on the season. “We really 
have no room for error after losing some heart-break-
ers. It would be a whole different story had we came 
out with those three non-conference wins.”
Averaging 43.8 points per game and letting up an 

average of only 10.4, Wheaton has been victorious by a 
few large deficits. While the Cardinals average the ex-
act same number of points offensively, they have been 
giving up an average of 26.6 points to their opposing 
teams in the first five games. Coach Thorne knows 
what his team needs to do to be capable of stopping 
the Thunder to continue rolling through their sched-
ule. 
“It’s simple stuff, we have to block and tackle,” Thorne 

said. “When two excellent teams with talent all around 
go head to head it boils down to the fundamentals and 
playing with passion and physicality.”  

Photo by Mitch Reid

Ready for the
Thunder?

Mitch Reid
Staff Writer

continued on page 15
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Photo Wolf

As an editor, I have to say this 
was a fun issue to put together, 
especially for sports. Al Carius 
celebrates 50 years with his 
North Central Harriers, the Car-
dinal football team takes on the 
Thunder for the Homecoming 
football game in the most iconic 
game of the season, and the Hall 
of Fame will gain a new mem-
ber this weekend as Tim Winder 
is inducted. 
So following this issue’s “50” 

theme, it could not be a better 
time to look back as well as look 
ahead in the game of football - 
50 years ago, today and 50 years 
in the future.
Football is now a weekend 

and even weeknight routine for 
sports fans. It is something so 
familiar and prominent in sport 
culture and is hard to believe 
that the game is already 150 
years old.
It’s crazy to think that the first 

game ever played was when 
Rutgers and Princeton went 
head to head on November 6, 
1869, and paved the way for 
the sport that modern day fans 
cannot get enough of. 
Wow.
It’s a game we have come to 

love over the last 50 years and 
a pastime that will likely be a 
part of generations to come. The 
game has come so far from a 
four-point touchdown and “All-
Star” players who could do it all 
to instant replay and, ironically, 
the fiftieth Super Bowl.
Flash back to fifty years ago 

and at the Division III level, the 
North Central College Cardinals 
were under the direction of head 
coach Ralph McAllister and se-
cured a third-place finish in the 
College Conference of Illinois 
and Wisconsin (CCIW) and 5-3 
record overall. 
Since 1965, the Cardinals have 

clinched eight CCIW titles, hon-
ored 45 All-Region athletes and 
23 All-Americans and played in 
eight NCAA playoff games.
Fifty years later in 2015, the 

team has played down to the 
wire games against nationally 
ranked teams such as No. 5 
Wesley College and No. 22 Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Platteville. 
Now 3-2 overall and 2-0 in the 
CCIW, the Cardinals are gearing 
up for the rest of the season and 
the next 50 years.

Emily Zadny
Sports Editor

Time Out 
with the 

Editor

Carius celebrates half a century
The accomplishments of the North Central 

College men’s cross-country program speak for 
themselves. Sixteen NCAA Division III National 
Titles, 27 NCAA Regional Championships, 48 
College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin 
(CCIW) championships, and 111 All-Americans, 
all within 50 years.

Entering his fiftieth season as the men’s 
cross-country coach at North Central College, it 
seems that Al Carius has a formula for success.

“The coaching staff and I try to look for every 
little thing that can be positive or supportive 
within our culture to help people to do what they 
choose to do,” Carius said. “We try to create the 
environment and support system to help (the 
athletes) focus on going out and doing the best 
they can.”

Despite this formula for success, winning is not 
the most important thing to Carius.

“Unquestionably, the relationships that I’ve 
made are the most important thing to me,” he 
said. “It’s not about developing Olympians; if it’s 
about building Olympians then I’m a total failure 
as a coach, and if winning national champion-
ships is what it’s all about then I don’t even want 
to coach.”

Coaches and athletes often stress over winning, 
but Carius does not. Connecting with his fellow 
coaches and runners and taking the time to get 
to know each individual that comes through the 
program is his main focus.

“I think the number one responsibility of our 
coaching staff is to create the culture,” said Cari-
us. “It’s like growing a garden; you have to have 
the right seeds to plant— those are the athletes. 
The athletes have to have the right attitude. They 
have to like to run and want to get better, then 
you have to put them in fertile soil, which is the 
right environment.”

Aside from personal relationships with his run-
ners, Carius strives to teach lessons to his runners 
that cannot be taught in a classroom.

“My goal here is to teach these young people 
work ethic, discipline and how to deal with 
disappointment,” Carius said. “Life has ups and 
downs, and I believe athletics can help people 
learn lessons that will stick with them the rest of 
their lives.”

Carius’ favorite tradition helps to make sure 

that the life lessons are not forgotten. 
“The number one tradition is the striped shirts 

that we wear. We implemented that tradition in 
1968,” Carius said. “They represent the life lessons 
and values that have been learned by the runners 
that have worn them.” North Central’s men’s 
cross-country team has become a national pow-
erhouse in those striped shirts, but it has taken 50 
years to get to this point.

Carius had a humble beginning at North Central, 
starting off with a rough track and few runners. 

“When I first came here, the track here was three 
of four lanes of cinder with cattails growing and 
little ponds in it,” Carius said. “I never dreamed it 
would expand to what it is now.”

“When I started, we only had six cross-country 
runners, but I wanted them to experience the joy 
and love of running I experienced being on the 
University of Chicago track club under my mentor, 
Ted Haydon.”

Carius’ quest to get to where he is now started 
long before coming to North Central.

“I came from a small high school, and back then I 
didn’t know a lot about running. I had to do a lot of 
research on my own and learned through trial and 
error,” Carius said. “I had to learn to take responsi-
bility for myself and what does and does not work.”

When he attended the University of Illinois, Car-

ius won five Big-Ten Conference championships: 
two in cross-country and three in the two-mile 
event for track and field. He also clocked the fifth 
fastest 3,000-meter steeplechase time at 8:48 at the 
Kentucky Relays in 1966.

Carius dreamed of being an Olympian, but it was 
not in the cards. 

“When the Olympic tryouts rolled around, I was 
going to get married and I wanted to establish a 
career because back then you didn’t get paid a dime 
for running,” Carius said.

Explaining that he did not plan to coach at North 
Central College, Carius said, “I was going to go to 
the University of Chicago and implement the Foun-
dations of Physical Education Program there when 
I got a phone call from Bob Wright, who I worked 
with at the University of Illinois,” said Carius. “He 
said, ‘a school by the name of North Central Col-
lege,’ which I’ve never heard of before, ‘called me 
and said they are looking for a track coach.’”

Coming from a small town, Carius did not like 
the idea of living in the city, making Naperville a 
nice fit. 

“I came up here and loved Naperville because it 
was a small town and I liked the campus,” Carius 
said. “I began as the track and cross-country coach 
and didn’t think I would stay long, but here I am 50 
years later, and I love the place.”

Anthony La Parry
Sports Writer

Photo by Steve Woltmann

Men’s cross-country coach Al Carius celebrates a win at the NCAA Division III National Championships. 
Carius is also celebrating 50 years at North Central. 

SPORTS CATCH-UP & HEAD’S UP
What you missed:
10/9-10/10: Women’s volleyball goes 3-1 in the Tiffany Robinson 
Memorial Tournament at home in Gregory Arena from.

10/10: Men’s soccer beat No. 15 North Park University 1-0 at North 
Park on.

10/9: Women’s cross-country took first at the Benedictine University 
Eagle Invitational on.

What’s coming up:
10/31: Men’s cross-country team will be running in the CCIW 
championship Saturday at Somers, Wis.

10/31: Women’s soccer plays last home game of the year vs. CCIW 
competitor Illinois Wesleyan.

10/22-10/24: Women’s tennis hosts the CCIW tournament at 
Hanover Park, Ill.

Photo by Mitchell Smith
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HOMECOMING GAME  
from page 13

“Sophomore linebacker Justin Stu-
ursma can attest to that strategy being 
instilled into the minds of players 
during practice. 

“You can tell it’s getting real close to 
the Wheaton game. We’ve been push-
ing really hard in practice making sure 
we are physically ready for a battle,” 
Stuursma said. 

Stuursma is the leading tackler for the 
Cardinals this season with 42 tackles 
in five games. His performance will be 
key for this game as he recorded ten 
tackles last year, but fell short to the 
Thunder 34-31.

“[Wheaton’s] two quarterbacks 
Johnny Peltz and Andrew Bowers are 
going to be the biggest threats to us 
offensively in this game,” Thorne said. 
The team is especially going to need to 
zone in on stopping these dual threats 
at quarterback. Together the two have 
thrown for eleven touchdowns and 
rushed for seven. 

Wheaton also has emphasized talent 
on the defensive side of the ball. “They 
have one of the best line backing corps 
in the country. They are dynamite play-
ers who are extremely well coached and 
run exceptionally well,” Thorne said. 

One of these elite linebackers Caleb 
Ashby, junior at Wheaton College, was 
named CCIW defensive player of the 
week after week five. 

North Central has the talent to match 
Wheaton with a similar set of explosive 
quarterbacks in junior Dylan Warden 
(’17) and freshman Justin Hunniford 
(’19). They have accumulated a total of 
seven touchdowns both rushing and 
passing. Sophomore Austin Bruenig 
(’18) will contribute on offense as well, 
already earning seven touchdowns and 
538 yards of his own in the first five 
games. 

Kickoff is at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 24, at Benedetti-Wehrli 
Stadium. 

Hall of Fame athletes hope to continue legacy
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The North Central College athletics Hall of Fame is located in the Merner Field House

Over the last 154 years, North Central’s 
athletic programs have accounted for over 150 
NCAA National Championships and over 1,000 
All-American student-athletes. Surprisingly, 
the Cardinal’s Hall of Fame is only 11 years 
old but already has over 70 of North Central’s 
finest in the club.

Of that exclusive group of athletes, three 
remain a crucial part of the day-to-day running 
of North Central ’ s athletic programs. Those 
athletes include, Tim Winder, Frank Gramaros-
so and Jim Miller. 

Tim Winder will be the newest member of 
the group when he is inducted this homecom-
ing, which is on Saturday, October 24. Winder 
has been with the college’s track and field 
program for over 22 years, specializing in pole 
vault.

Since coming over from Naperville Central 
High School, Winder has overseen 14 vault 
individual national championships along with 
73 NCAA Division III All-Americans. 

“When an athlete overcomes an emotional or 
spiritual obstacle or confronts and overcomes a 
fear, that is a very important moment of person-
al development,” Winder said. “That’s exciting 
to me, so over the course of 20 plus years, 
those are my favorite memories.”

“Honestly, my only goal in coaching the 
vault that I’ve ever had is to help my athletes 
achieve their ultimate potential in the vault. I 
have worked with some pretty special athletes 
over the years, and I’m thankful that I’ve had 
the opportunity to help develop their talent.”

Winder is a man of more than just sports. “I 
backpack with my three sons every summer for 
four days and last year we tackled the Smokey 
Mountains,” Winder said. His love for the 
outdoors is not limited to hiking; Winder is also 
an avid fly fisherman. His other hobbies include 
riding and working on motorcycles, compiling 
around 6,000 miles a year cruising.

Frank Gramarosso, Hall of Fame Class of 
2012, has been instrumental in the success of 
both the men’s track and field program and 
the cross-country program over the last thirty 
years. Gramarosso helped the Cardinals to an 

History behind battle for Little Brass Bell

additional 11 national team titles before taking 
over as the head track and field coach in 2010.

Gramarosso was a great athlete himself, 
earning All-Big Ten conference honors in the 
3,000-meter steeplechase at Northwestern 
University. After graduating with a bachelor’s 
degree in health and physical education, he 
began his coaching career at Glenbard East 
High School in Lombard, Ill.

Gramarosso moved on to Eisenhower High 
School in Blue Island, Ill., where he estab-
lished himself as a coach and earned the North-
ern Illinois Track and Cross Country Coaching 
Association’s Track Coach of the Year award 
in 1981. He joined coach Al Carius’ staff at 
North Central in 1982.

Before Jim Miller (’86) started his tenure as 
the North Central College athletic director, he 
was a North Central athlete and coach at other 
schools. Miller was both a captain in football 
and wrestling during his time as a North Cen-
tral Cardinal.

Miller was born on a military base and grew 
up under great discipline living in a military 
town. After attending North Central, he moved 
to New York City to pursue a job in sales. It 
was a change from Naperville, but a change 

that Miller embraced and something that trans-
ferred over well with his admiration of sports.

“The (New York) Giants won the Super 
Bowl and the (New York) Mets won the World 
Series the year I moved out there,” Miller 
said. “I remember watching the famous Bill 
Buckner play.”

In 1987, Miller returned to North Central as 
an admission counselor as well as an assistant 
coach of the wrestling and football teams.  He 
went on to become the head wrestling coach, 
from 1989 to 2005, where he worked his way 
to be inducted into the National Wrestling 
Coaches Association (NWCA) Hall of Fame. 

“Seeing individuals set and achieve goals, 
along with the relationships that form with 
both athletes and coaches have been the best 
memories in my time here at North Central,” 
he said.

Since Miller has become athletic director, the 
Cardinals have won 60 CCIW team champion-
ships along with 34 national championships. 
“Every year is a new journey and no team will 
ever be the same as the last, but a constant 
goal is to see how many athletic and academic 
All-Americans we can have,” said Miller.

Brad Thompson
Contributing Writer

Brad Thompson
Contributing Writer
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North Central captain John Focosi (‘14) and the team hoist the Little 
Brass Bell in 2013, marking the last time the Cardinals won the trophy.

Naperville and Wheaton have been competitors since the cities 
were established in the early 1800s. Each city has their respective 
small college, North Central College in Naperville and Whea-
ton College in Wheaton.  The two schools both compete in the 
College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin (CCIW), but they 
compete for more than just conference victories.

“The location and all the battles have made this a great rivalry. 
This rivalry actually goes back to the days when teams had to 
travel by trains and horses,” said North Central College athletic 
director Jim Miller

The Little Brass Bell is awarded to the winner of the annual 
rivalry football game. The trophy is then paraded around the win-
ning campus and town for the next 364 days, a tradition started in 
1946.

The trophy itself has a more detailed  story than some of the 
most recent games. It started back in the 1850s when Naperville 
and Wheaton battled each other over the location of the Dupage 
County Courthouse.

Naperville did not want to concede the county court records to 
their neighbors up north. To fight back, Wheaton raided the court-
house in the middle of a calm July night and escaped with stacks 

of documents and valuables, including the Little Brass Bell.
Many years later, the Bell reappeared in possession of a local 

farmer who had two sons getting ready to leave for college. The 
farmer had to flip a coin to decide where his sons would go to 
school with the winner going to North Central College and the 
other off to Wheaton College.

The son who attended North Central inherited the Bell after his 
father passed away where it became a symbol of campus pride, 
which was then stolen on various occasions by both schools.

The Bell went missing again for many years and was discov-
ered at a later date in the attic of a Naperville home in the early 
1940s. Officially in 1946, the schools began celebrating the rival 
game we know today as The Battle for the Little Brass Bell. 

Wheaton currently holds a slight edge with a 49-41-3 series re-
cord against their bitter rivals. The Cardinals have won five of the 
last seven games heading into this year’s battle and both teams 
come into Saturday’s game with an undefeated conference record. 

“With live-stats and the media coverage now, the rivalry’s 
awareness is at an all-time high” Miller said. “This rivalry gets 
even better when you have two really good teams like they are 
now, especially in these last thirteen years.”

With the two teams splitting the rivalry for the last twelve 
years, the competitiveness has been well documented, being the 
Division III national game of the week many times. 
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