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Brad Thompson 
Staff Writer

Picture a frozen gridiron up in Lambeau on a frigid December night, think 
Green Bay Packers versus the Chicago Bears.

Picture basketball players like Magic Johnson slipping on knee pads and 
gearing up for a bruising NBA Finals matchup at the Boston Garden, think Los 
Angeles Lakers versus the Boston Celtics.

These are the sights of some of the greatest rivalries in sports history; but 
that’s what they are: history. Once television adapted live sports in the 50’s 
and 60’s across America, the country became captivated by the passion and 
competitiveness of professional athletes and their teams.

Once fan bases began learning their favorite players and teams, they soon 
realized who their enemies were as well. This was the start of rivalries in 
sports.

The teams were selected by league drafts from colleges and amateur ath-
letes. Once with a team, a player often got a significant raise after their initial 
contract in order to stay with their current team and corresponding city.

Players became very good friends with their teammates, coaches, and orga-
nizations. This developed the sense of community that major cities and sports 
fan bases craved. So now instead of players playing against other players just 
for money, the battle now included two entire communities squaring off against 
each other with a whole new fire inside.

In 1976, the MLB began allowing free agents to switch teams after having 
six years of prior playing experience. Free agency became a hit, and was 
copied by the NFL, NHL and NBA (1992-1996).

Imagine Walter Payton running the ball for another team or Larry Bird 
shooting jumpers for another squad, it just doesn’t seem right. Now imagine 
Shaquille O’Neal switching cities or Randy Moss catching touchdowns for 
more than one team, and that seems perfectly normal.

In today’s professional athletics, players switch teams for team fit, location 
and of course the money. Many say that LeBron James can never be greater 
than Michael Jordan because he ‘bought’ his championships in Miami.

With players leaving teams so frequently, the best rivalries in sports are fall-
ing apart. The rivalry is more in the hearts of the fans than the current players. 
Friends will avoid other friends for weeks over a sports game while the players 
from opposite teams are hanging out with each other after the game.

Rivalries were once one of the greatest spectacles in sports, but in present 
day, the glamour of the game has surpassed the competition.
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Logan Ivy 
Contributing Writer

As an athlete, it is code to follow the philosophy of privacy in your team hud-
dle. That wasn’t the case for Pittsburgh Steelers’ starting wide receiver Antonio 
Brown.

After the Steelers closed their AFC divisional win, the team was gathered by 
Head Coach, Mike Tomlin, in the locker room. After briefly celebrating the win, 
Tomlin began a post-game speech.

According to Sports Illustrated, in his speech Tomlin is quoted saying “keep 
a low profile, let’s get ready to ball out and be cool on social media, this is 
about us.” Tomlin was also heard referring to the New England Patriots as 
“those a**-holes.” From the beginning of Tomlin’s speech, Brown was logged 
into Facebook streaming the team and coach live on his phone.

The video was quickly deleted but that did not stop many of Antonio Brown 
fans from viewing. In a later press conference, Tomlin gave his thoughts on the 
incident and indicated that Brown will face some type of punishment. Brown 
also ironically apologized for the incident on his Twitter account.

On Twitter Brown Tweeted, “It was wrong of me to do, against team and 
NFL policy, and I have apologized to Coach Tomlin and my teammates for my 
actions. I’m sorry to them for letting it become a distraction and something that 
they’ve had to answer questions about while we’re preparing for a big game 
on Sunday.”

Brown’s actions were a violation of the leagues social media policy. Brown 
was not suspended from any games but did receive some form of punishment. 
Coach Tomlin informed the team Brown would be fined 10,000 dollars by the 
Steelers’ organization.

The next week the Steelers lost to the New England patriots 17-36 in the 
AFC Conference Championship game. Brown recorded only 77 yards on sev-
en receptions. Maybe the outcome would have been different had he listened 
to his coach.

Anthony La Parry 
Staff Writer

According to the “NFL Player Arrests” database ran by USA Today, nearly 
100 NFL players have been arrested for domestic violence since 2000.

Before 2014, many NFL players who were arrested for domestic violence 
got off with minor suspensions from the league or being placed in diversion 
programs.

Then in February 2014, Ray Rice, former running back for the Baltimore 
Ravens, was arrested on charges of domestic violence and was suspended 
two games by the NFL that July.

A few days after the league issued Rice’s suspension, a report (which was 
later revealed to be false) was released stating that the NFL had not seen the 
full video of the incident. Then in August 2014, league commissioner Roger 
Goodell admitted to mishandling Rice’s punishment and announced a new 
domestic violence policy for the league.

In September 2014, Rice was banned from the NFL, only to later be reinstat-
ed in November 2014 after winning an appeal.

Another big case popped up in 2015 with the arrest of former New York 
Giants kicker, Josh Brown. Brown admitted to abusing his wife in journals and 
emails, yet the NFL only suspended him for one game.

The NFL suspended Pittsburgh Steelers running back, Le’Veon Bell, for 
missing a drug test and fines players thousands of dollars for celebrating 
a touchdown, but only suspended Josh Brown one game after admitting to 
abusing his wife.

As an NFL fan, it is frustrating to see the league pretty much give players 
a slap on the wrist for a violent crime, yet take thousands of dollars back for 
them expressing excitement on the field. This may not be the reason for the 
NFL’s ratings lowering, but it is something that causes people to lose a lot of 
respect for the league.

sports

Locker room: not the place for Facebook 
Live

Domestic violence in the NFL

Rivalries: they ain’t how they used to be

Mitch Reid 
Sports Writer

Both athletes claim to be the greatest to ever fight in their respective sports. 
Floyd Mayweather kicking back in retirement from boxing while sporting his 
untainted 49-0 record, while Conor McGregor continues to rack up victories in 
MMA sitting at a confident 22-3 official record.

There have been many incidents throughout the year 2016 of both May-
weather and McGregor confidently telling the media that the fight between the 
two of them will happen.

McGregor has even gone far enough to the point recently that he obtained a 
professional boxing license, bringing him one step closer to entering the ring 
with Floyd Mayweather.

With Mayweather setting his number at $100 million dollars in order for him 
to come out of retirement, he claims to have set up an offer that would guaran-
tee himself $100 million while McGregor would take home a guaranteed $15 
million and they would split percentages of pay-per-view.

Dana White, the president of UFC, countered the offer from Mayweather 
with a guaranteed $25 million for both fighters claiming to be the only one that 
can make a deal seeing as Conor McGregor is under contract with the UFC. 
Neither of the agreements came to a conclusion and the discussion is still 
ongoing.

Though there are still many factors standing in the way of these two deadly 
men getting a contract together, as sports fans, we can dream can’t we?

Superfight: Mayweather vs. McGregor?
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In trying to rally lawmakers to work together, 
Rauner’s State of the State address could be con-
sidered a battle between hope and optimism.

“Two years ago, when our administration came 
into office, we set about to return Illinois to a state 
of growth and opportunity,” he said.

He talked about making Illinois “ethical and 
efficient” yet urged lawmakers to work to make a 
bipartisan budget.

One of Rauner’s goals involved cutting down on 
the 7,000 local agencies and using that money to 
invest in health and education and cutting down 
on property taxes. Pension debt, which can be a 
touchy subject, was not brought up. Illinois pension 
debt has grown to $130 billion according to illinois-
policy.org. Investing money instead of eliminating 
debt can be perceived as a risk.

Perhaps Rauner knows the pension debt to be a 
lost cause and is instead more focused on a bal-
anced budget. Property taxes are typically a topic 
reserved for local election, but if property taxes 
were to rise, young people might have even more of 
a reason to leave Illinois.

Rauner believes in slicing and sharing his way 
into a balanced budget. He looked to Hainesville 
and Grayslake as examples of cities that shared 
services and together saved approximately half a 
million dollars according to Rauner’s address.

Rauner does not want to face the music with a 
tax rate that reflects the pension debt we are in. 
That would cost a great deal of the ever-important 
political capital. Rauner is trying to gain political 
capital through making Illinois more transparent and 
encouraging bipartisanship.

Rauner talked about Illinois and how the economy 
could be “a rocket ship” if only people would work 
together. He did not elaborate on what benchmark 
would signify that Illinois economic rocket ship had 
taken off.

Rauner also talked about education:“ When it 
comes to providing a better future for the people of 
Illinois, nothing we do together is more important 
than educating our young people.” The speech re-
mained vague on what exactly his priorities were, 
although Rauner did bring up education more than 
healthcare.

The difference between optimism and hope is that 
optimism is reserved for those that deny reality for 
a more positive outlook, whereas hope is for those 
who do not know enough about what will unfold to 
make a prediction yet maintain a positive outlook.

With an overdue budget Illinois can be hopeful 
that the governor is not being optimistic. Or as the 
govenor puts it: “Through bipartisan cooperation, Il-
linois can once again be the economic engine of the  
 

Midwest and the home of innovation and prosperity 
for everyone.”

“I think that the people in the administration are 
realistic, their taking a stand, and some people’s 
level of tolerance for things that can go wrong is 
higher than others would prefer. I don’t think the 
administration is naive,” said Emily Dodson, chief 
operating officer at the Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Economic Opportunity.

Does the Pension debt matter?
“Yes it matters, it’s the biggest problem.”
It wasn’t talked about during the state of the state, 

the reason being because “there is no good solu-
tion” 

“A tax increase is necessary but other things you 
need to have along with it. I think the pension is 
so difficult, It’s almost not worth mentioning.” She 
alluded to the problems it would create for young 
people trying to go to school or find a place to live 
after college.”

New year, no budget?
Bob Tomaszewski 
Forum Editor

When Donald Trump was first elected to the 
White House, a wave of uncertainty swept across 
the nation as many held their breath to see what 
the businessman-turned-celebrity-turned-politician 
would try to achieve once in office. 

Back on the campaign trail, Trump made a habit 
of employing strong rhetoric when discussing mat-
ters like immigration and trade; but as past events 
like George H.W. Bush famously declaring, “read 
my lips: no new taxes,” only to go back on that 
promise a few short years later shows things said 
while campaigning don’t necessarily translate into 
actions.   

But for Trump, who’s not only laid out his goals 
for the first 100 days of his presidency, but already 
begun to take action through executive orders, it 
seems he’s going to try and fulfill many of his cam-
paign promises.  

So far, President Trump has issued several exec-
utive orders aimed at immigration, pipelines, repro-
ductive rights and trade agreements. Most it seems 
have a collective theme of undermining, or perhaps 
reversing, the legacy of former-president Obama. 

Women’s reproductive rights
In a move that probably signals Trump’s ambi-

tions at home, the president reinstated the Reagan 
era Mexico City Policy, or a global gag rule. This 
prevents federal funds from going to non-govern-
mental organizations that perform or even promote 
abortions. Obama rescinded the policy early in his 
first term. 

The wall and immigration
Long a staple of his campaign, the president has 

prepared to take the initial steps towards building a 
wall on the southern border. Trump is also seeking 
to increase the number of deportations and has 
advocated for boosting the number of border patrol 
officials and ending sanctuary cities. The president 
is also expected to place at least a month-long ban 
on Middle Eastern refugees entering the country. 

Affordable Care Act 
Perhaps Obama’s most ambitious undertaking 

while in office—and a longtime target of congressio-
nal Republicans. Trump has continued their efforts 
to dismantle the law. His first executive order direct-
ed his administration to take the necessary steps to 
repeal and replace the act. 

Trans-Pacific Partnership
Long an opponent of trade deals he perceives as 

hurting Americans at home, Trump has begun to fol-
low through on his ‘America first’ promise, effective-
ly abandoning the Trans-Pacific Partnership which 
was negotiated by Obama, but was still waiting for 
congressional approval. 

Oil pipelines
While environmentalists scored victories during 

the Obama administration, Trump has already 
signaled a harsh change of pace. In prioritizing 
the climate, Obama rejected the Keystone XL oil 
pipeline, while Native Americans protested another 
pipeline in North Dakota due to concerns over its 
proximity to a reservation. Trump has cleared the 
way for these projects to continue, while laying 
down the groundwork to dismantle other environ-
mental regulations.

What’s next?
Trump has nominated Neil Gorsuch to fill the 

vacancy left by Justice Scalia, who passed away 
nearly a year ago.

Keeping his promise: Trump’s first weeks in office
Adam Poklop 
Assitant News Editor

potential issues

“I think the pension is so difficult, 
it’s almost not worth mentioning.”

– Emily Dodson
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Consider the following: God is omnipotent. That 
is, he can do absolutely anything. It’s fair to say 
that, based on that belief, God is all-knowing of the 
past, present and future; what has happened or 
will happen, He is aware of. Following that line of 
thought, God would also be aware of every possible 
future that could occur, should say, an omnipotent 
being like himself altered the current expected 
timeline. Now, knowing that, think about these facts: 
just about a third of the world is Christian, which 
per Christianity is the correct faith, and the one to 
be believed in if Heaven is to be achieved. A firm 
belief, if not necessity, of Christianity, is that to as-
cend into Heaven following death you must believe 
in the Christian God. Some denominations specify 
belief in Christ as well, but for general purposes, 
God is an absolute. According to the majority of 
Christian doctrines, belief in Him is one of God’s 
requirements; it appears in numerous ways through 
Christian doctrine, notably as the first of the Ten 
Commandments–I am the Lord thy God.

So, God requires belief in Him. He wants every-
one to believe in him, yet only a third do. What went 
wrong? By most standards, this is a failed result. 
The majority of us are not going to Heaven, and 
per some belief systems, Hell awaits us instead. 
Perhaps we should look at the being responsible for 
us, at our supposed creation, as well as the concept 
of free will.

By the Christian doctrine, God created us in His 
image; during this creation, he bestowed upon us 
the ability to exercise free will. We can demonstrate 
this by looking at our daily lives; we make decisions 
that are offered as a choice, double back on plans 
we had previously set and so on. Within this, we 
have the free will to believe as we please; as kids, 
we believe in Santa Clause, the Easter Bunny or 
the Tooth Fairy. Along with this, we make a choice 
to believe in a higher power. That is a choice of free 
will, though it may not always seem presented as 
a choice. Religions have created tight communities 
that reinforce held beliefs or instill new beliefs upon 
children; thinking on it, you likely began attending 
church or interacting with your religion at a young 
age, accompanied by your parents. Now, there’s 
nothing wrong with that, or with the communities 
that religions create; often they are filled with 
gracious, kind people. The problem comes from 
understanding the apparent predicament this has 
placed humans in, and the result it has in relation to 
the fate of non-believers per Christianity.

To achieve clarity, let me offer a review of what 
has been outlined: God is omnipotent, meaning He 
knows all. He wants everyone to believe in Him, 
yet barely a third do. He created us and bestowed 
upon us the ability of free will, and religion is often 
introduced at a young, impressionable age. So, 
here’s the question: Why would God, knowing that 
Man would result in less than a third believing in 
Him if He allowed them to exercise free will, allow 
us to? He had to be aware that the world would 
come to this; we would fight and wage war over 
different beliefs we chose. He knew that people 

would create beliefs that differed from Christianity, 
and thus, all those people would go to Hell. Those 
born in regions of the world where Christianity is not 
the dominant religion, are and have been, doomed. 
The one billion Hindus in the world? Doomed. The 
1.6 billion Muslims? Doomed. He knows this, is 
aware of why it is occurring, knows how it could be 
changed, how His desire of everyone believing in 
him could be achieved, how billions could be saved, 
and yet He does nothing. He created a race that 
was destined to fail, He knew it would fail, and He 
has watched it fail. What kind of God is that?

Epicurus, an ancient Greek philosopher, pre-
sented a similar argument over 2,000 years ago, 
known now as the “Problem of Evil”. Originally, it 
was a series of three statements in the form modus 
tollens, which is a logical argument that if the prem-
ise statements are true, then the conclusion that 
follows is true. Epicurus stated 
the following: If an omnipotent, 
omniscient, omnibenevolent 
God exists, then evil does not. 
Evil does exist in the world. 
Therefore, an omnipotent, 
omniscient, omnibenevolent 
God does not exist. Essen-
tially, based on the evidence 
of human existence and 
our history, God cannot be 
all-powerful, all-knowing 
and all-good, or else acts 
of evil nature would not 
exist, for He would stop 
them. There are argu-
ments against the Prob-
lem of Evil, such as the 
idea that God is simply 
not omnibenevolent, and 
instead exists as an ob-
jective being, responding 
accordingly to the world 
He watches over. Such 
an argument is plausible, 
though it goes against what 
Christianity spells out in the 
New Testament, and effec-
tively extinguishes the idea of 
having a personal connection 
to God.

One could say that under-
standing God is beyond human 
capability, that the reasons 
why He acts or doesn’t act is 
not something we can reason. 
That would make sense; a 
being we have never seen 
nor who has had proven 
interaction on Earth is 
beyond understanding. 
If that were the believed 
case, then one would wonder 
how we could then place 
our trust in Him, believe 

Him to be the creator of everything and believe we 
know how to act in accordance with His will. God 
is either beyond understanding or He is not; either 
He acts in mysterious ways or we know what He 
expects, what He desires and why He desires that. 
Otherwise, God is merely a deity of convenience, 
with changing aspects to fit whichever argument 
is current. Such an argument further damages the 
idea of His existence.

It is difficult to convince people to change their 
opinion. More so when the argument is based on 
analysis, void of any evidence beyond anecdotal. 
The basis of religious belief is “faith”, which can 
be defined and argued as a belief in something 
regardless of proof. How can one convince people 
otherwise? Through the centuries, as science has 
progressed and discovered new truths, the be-
liefs and claims of religions have diminished. Neil 
DeGrasse Tyson once stated “If the occurrence 
of inexplicable events (miracles) is how you want 
to invoke your evidence of God, then God is an 
ever-receding pocket of scientific ignorance that’s 

getting smaller and smaller as time goes on.” I 
cannot write that science has disproven the 

existence of God, and I don’t know if such a 
day will ever arrive; as I said prior, arguing 

against faith may never reach a conclu-
sion. However, reasoning through cur-

rent Christian doctrine and 
popular interpretations 
produces confidence in 

the belief that the God 
presented by Christianity, 
in His entirety based 
on the Old and New 
Testaments, is not the 
all-powerful being 
behind all of this—if 
one even exists.

The Christian fallacy
Caleb Lundquist 
Assistant News Editor

hot topics

Graphic by Vicky Jordan



6  The Chronicle |  Wednesday, February 8, 2017                  hot topics

With the modern world being able to access the 
internet, and share all kinds of information, people 
with a smartphone are on it many times a day, con-
suming media at a rapid rate. In boredom, we look 
down at our phones to see something new. Scroll-
ing through, we might see that someone liked our 
post, and that brings a pretty nice feeling. Most of 
the posts we see are relatively innocent, and most 
of the time, they don’t cut too deep. A humorous 
post might get more likes than the others. A viral, 
shocking post, however, may get more attention 
than likes, by views and reactions. 

Now, I am pretty critical of social media platforms, 
and people’s need to overshare, and in turn, feel 
important. With the introduction of Facebook Live, I 
knew there would be some problems with this need 
to broadcast. However, the beating that occurred on 
Facebook Live a few weeks ago took me, and many 
others aback. I thought Live would only feed our 
anxieties of not posting or sharing our experiences- 
it actually fed something much worse.

Viewing a fight for entertainment is an act that 
dates back as far as the Ancient Romans. Over the 
course of history, people have attended sporting 
events that center around fighting, and enjoyed 

plays and movies that include a climactic fight 
scene. So, it’s not very surprising that the violence 
here was broadcasted: whether it was the vio-
lence on Boxing Day in malls, retweeted Worldstar 
videos, or verbal arguments turning into memes, 
people are still being entertained by this violence 
somehow. “Somehow” meaning either being enter-
tained positively, or negatively, as in cringing at it, 
but still showing interest. 

Our being entertained can’t be taken lightly at all. 
It is sick to think of the lack of humanity in the situ-
ation, and the lack of respect shown for the victims 
of this violence. The use of real violence to attract 
viewing and attention has been plaguing forms of 
media, and it is something that is unacceptable to 
take part in.

It’s not that we shouldn’t be interested in what 
happened- we should take it as a harsh wake-up 
call that social media is something many Americans 
are addicted to. Simon Sinek, British/American au-
thor, in an interview on an episode of Inside Quest, 
compared our everyday use of Social Media to al-
coholism. We get a rush of dopamine looking at that 
media on the screen, and we do it more and more 
until we feel anxious to leave the house without 

that cell phone in our pocket. A “phone” used to be 
a device we used to call people; now it is a device 
people let become a part of their bodies, mind-
lessly looking at social media when bored. Sure, 
the spread of ideas using the internet has been 
amazing. However, what we’ve let much of our 
media online become is thoughtless entertainment, 
articles about nothing, top ten lists, memes, beauty 
standards, bragging posts, fighting in comments, 
escalated into fighting in real life.

How do we fix ourselves? We make certain that 
we don’t rely on our apps to live. We follow trends 
that are potentially harmful when we consume a 
large amount of information to be “inspired” by. 
What we really need to do is withdraw from it, and 
only use it when it’s completely necessary. Gaining 
inspiration from real experiences and places, as 
well as pieces of art that we may very well find on 
the internet, really makes us unique. The media 
needs a makeover; posts need to be more thought-
ful, more insightful, more artistic. Until we get to that 
point, we will continue to see fights on Facebook 
Live.

A critical take on pitfalls of social media
Abby Ehrler 
Contributing Writer

Photo by Deidre Ewers 



Modern day feminism: the 
third wave
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Feminism, a word that has taken to mean many 
things over the years. However, a newer wave of 
feminism, third-wave feminism, has been making a 
splash. 

Third-wave feminism is women who define 
their own version of feminism and how they view 
themselves. It broadens the scope of feminists and 
lets them be their own woman. It has opened the 
doors for women of different backgrounds 
and does not shame women for how 
they choose to express their 
sexuality. Third-wave feminism 
embraces all. 

Built on empowerment, 
the movement of third-
wave feminism has 
greatly impacted 
women worldwide. 
It has challenged 
the dominance of 
privileged, white, 
heterosexual 
Western women 
in defining what 
feminism is and 
who it is for. It 
has questioned 
the idea of a 
universal female 
identity and given 
voice to women 
of many different 
races, classes, eth-
nicities, nationalities, 
religious backgrounds 
and sexual orientations. 
It has also challenged the 
gender binary—refuting the idea 
that we are all either “male” or “fe-
male”,” said Jennie Smith-Pariola, pro-
fessor of last year’s feminism course 
at North Central. 

Amy Buxbaum, associate professor 
of communication weighed in: “The 
fact that third-wave feminism exists 
means that there is still much work to 
be done in order to achieve gender 
equality.”

A newfound freedom for women 
comes along with the movement of 
third-wave feminism. Arms wide open, 
third-wave feminists welcome women 
from any background and empowers 
them to be who they want to be. 

“I think the third wave has benefited 
the idea of feminism tremendously.  
The third wave highlights the vast 
diversity of women’s experiences and addresses 
how gender, race and class inequality are inextri-
cably linked.  The third wave also acknowledges 
that structural, institutional and legal change is not 
enough. Only when we make visible the cultural 
practices of patriarchy do we have any chance of 
changing them,” said Buxbaum.

However, this movement has been speculated by 

critics. “Third wave feminism has been criticized by 
some for focusing too much on identity politics and 
not enough on challenging policy and changing 
laws, but I’m not sure that’s the case,” said  
Smith-Pariola.

There are even critics out there that label third-
wave feminism as entitlement meaning, critics 

believe this movement 
is being led by  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

women who only want to be better than men. 
Critics believe that third-wave feminists are simply 
looking to be more powerful than men, but that’s 
not the case. Just like the other feminist’s move-
ments, third-wave feminism is searching for equali-
ty. It is just doing so in different ways.

Actresses in Hollywood 
protest wage gap

Third-wave feminism focuses on many issues, 
one of the biggest being the wage gap between 
men and women. According to AAUW, women 
in the United States are paid just 80 percent of 
what a man in the same field makes. The wage 
gap varies from state to state; the state with the 
highest percentage is New York with 89 percent, 
and the least is Wyoming at 64 percent. 

The issue of the wage gap has been brought 
to the forefront following the Women’s March on 
Washington, but even before that it was a hot top-
ic of conversation between women in Hollywood. 
Emmy Rossum, the star of Showtime’s “Shame-
less,” asked the show runners for pay equity 
between her and the show’s male stars. 

In December of last year, before “Shameless” 
was confirmed to be returning for its eighth 

season, Rossum asked Warner Bros. to be paid 
the same amount as William H. Macy, who 
also stars in the drama. The contract dispute 
delayed the season eight renewal.

Rossum and Warner Bros. eventually 
reached an agreement. According to Enter-
tainment Weekly, “Rossum had been offered 
the same deal as Macy for a possible upcom-
ing eighth season but she was holding out to 
be paid more, considering that he had been 
higher paid for so many years.”

The pay gap in Hollywood was discussed 
at the Women’s March on Washington. Scar-

lett Johansson’s speech touched on pay equity 
issues in the acting industry. “I ask you to support 
all women and our fight for equality in all things,” 
said Johansson.

According to the 2014 study “Age, Gender, 
and Compensation: A Study of Hollywood Movie 
Stars” published in the Journal of Management 
Inquiry, it was “concluded that pay for female 
movie starts increases until they reach 34, then 
rapidly decreases (as does the number of roles 
for women of a certain age.)” The study also 
states, “For men, the peak earning age is 51, and 
there is no noticeable decline in wages after that.” 

Race is also a factor in the wage gap, both in 
and out of Hollywood. In a Time Magazine article 
titled “Why You Should Care About the Hollywood 
Wage Gap” Alicia Adamcyk writes about the 
number of roles available to women as opposed 
to men.  

“Women made up just 22% of protagonists 
in the top 100 domestic grossing films of 2015 
and 34% of major characters,” writes Adamcyk. 
“Meanwhile, 76% of all female characters were 
white, 13% were black, 4% were Latina, and 3% 
were Asian.” 

While the wage gap still persists in and out of 
Hollywood, there are movements like the Wom-
en’s March on Washington that are striving to 
make the gap smaller, and to ultimately close and 
gain pay equity for all women. 

Kathryn Bloch 
Vision Co-editor

Madeline Klepec 
Staff Writer

Graphic by Vicky Jordan
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On Jan. 21, 2017, women and allies of every col-
or, race and ethnicity gathered together for a series 
of worldwide protests. These protests happened 
immediately after the inauguration of President 
Donald J. Trump. Rallies were in support of wom-
en’s rights but most importantly, targeted towards 
President Trump’s statements and actions that 
many believed were anti-women. The goal of these 
protests was to increase awareness of immigration 
reform, LGBTQ rights, racial justice, health care 
reform, freedom of religion and more. There were 
approximately 500,000 people in Washington D.C., 
and 4.8 million participants worldwide.

The first protest occurred in Washington, D.C., 
which was known as the “Women’s March on 
Washington.” The purpose of this march was to 
deliver message to the new administration on their 
first day in office. In addition, the march sought to 
inform the world that women’s rights are also hu-
man rights. On the day of the Washington March, it 
was live streamed on various media platforms such 
as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

Our very own professors of communication, Dr. 
Amy Buxbaum, Dr. Mara Berkland and Professor 
Supna Jain flew to D.C. to march in solidarity. Dr. 
Buxbaum attended the women’s march because 
she wanted to do something for those who may not 
feel safe in the current political environment.

“I wanted to do something, however small, to 
show my solidarity with women and men who care 
about human rights for all,” said Buxbaum. “Self-
ishly, I went to make myself feel better after an ugly 
and bitter campaign.”

On another note, Dr. Berkland attended the 
women’s march to help increase awareness about 

the platform and attitude that the GOP and current 
president have in regards to women and minorities.

“I wanted our representatives to see a ground-
swell, to remind who the people of the U.S. are,” 
said Berkland. “If people only show up to march and 
do nothing after, that will be problematic.”

In addition to Washington D.C., the Women’s 
March occurred in cities across the nation. Cities 
like Chicago, Los Angeles, New York City and Seat-
tle combined for an estimated 2 million participants. 
Moreover, women and their allies marched in over 
sixty countries spanning all seven continents.

Professor Sabryna Cornish, an assistant pro-
fessor of media studies at NCC who attended the 
women’s march in Chicago, learned that there are a 
lot of people who feel the same way as she does.

“I attended the women’s march in Chicago to 
show my support for those protected classes of 
people that are likely to have their rights gutted by 
the presidential administration,” said Cornish. “I also 
want politicians to understand the decisions they 
make are going to have a monumental impact on a 
large majority of people and I will not be quiet when 
they want to limit or completely eliminate affordable 
health care, target immigrants and people based on 
their religion or sexual orientation and cut or elimi-
nate social programs.”

Student leaders Manilyn Gumapas and Kevin 
Oyakawa dedicated their Saturday mornings to the 
women’s march in Chicago. Gumapas and Oyaka-
wa gathered students on campus to march in soli-
darity and to unite as one nation. Gumapas, a junior 
majoring in sociology and the founder of Mosaic, 
protested the country’s new administration and the 
circumstances that led to its establishment.

“We live in a society that objectifies and dismiss-
es women,” said Gumapas. “Our new president is 
unfortunately a perfect example of that disrespectful 
behavior to women.”

Oyakawa, a sophomore majoring in computer sci-
ence and the president of NCC College Democrats, 
learned that people still care and will not be silent 
for the next four years.

“I decided to attend the march because we 
just watched the inauguration of a president who 
believes it is acceptable to perpetuate a culture in 
which women are less than men,” said Oyakawa. “I 
have three older sisters who are some of the stron-
gest people I know, so it was gratifying to march on 
their behalf.”

Immediately after, the Women’s March on Wash-
ington created a campaign called, “10 Actions 100 
Days.” This campaign allows people to take action 
on an issue that matters every 10 days. The first 
action consisted of writing postcards to senators 
about what matters most to them and how they are 
going to continue to fight for it.

Professors and student leaders at North Central 
College continue to work in activism. Some focus 
on what to teach students and others focus on how 
they are going to use what they have learned to 
better their roles as leaders on campus.

Dr. Buxbaum said, “I try to teach my students that 
democracy is a living thing, a noble human endeav-
or that is sustained only by the active participation 
of its citizens.”

In these troubling years to come, Dr. Buxbaum’s 
teachings will be more important than ever before.

It’s not just a women’s march, it’s a national movement
Stella Fanega 
Arts Editor

Photos by Emily Arias
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In Favor: Jumbos mean more freedom
Jarred DeHerrera 
Managing Editor

As a current commuter and a former resident at North Central College, I 
can happily say that I love taking jumbo-style classes. There is a certain beau-
ty to the 10-week long trimester (or quarter, maybe term… who really knows 
anymore?) where as a student, we can attend a class for the shortest amount 
of time possible, regardless of if we like the class or not.

The great thing about that schedule is that for the most part, we have three 
choices. Go to class three times a week for 70 minutes each, go to class twice 
a week for an hour and 50 minutes each, or finally, my personal favorite, the 
jumbo, which is technically on the schedule once a week for three and a half 
hours.

Personally, I am the kind of guy who will do my homework the night before 
or the day of, no matter how much time it will take in that one sitting. That 
means that for those Monday, Wednesday, Friday classes, there will be home-
work three times a week and not only that, but for commuters, that means 
coming back to campus three separate times.

Now I understand that the main complaint with night classes is the time 
commitment at the end of the day for one night of the week. People claim that 
their attention spans won’t let them sit through the three and a half hours of 
class lecture. I guess it’s a good thing I’m a patient guy.

The truth of the matter is that most professors know that our attention 
spans are short, which is the sole reason that some give 10-minute long 
breaks and others let class out 30 minutes to an hour early each week. In 
reality, the jumbo is usually made up of an hour and a half of lecture, with a 
10-minute break, finished with another hour or so of continued discussion. 
Rarely have I been in a jumbo that takes the full time without a break.

In my second term of my senior year this year, I am taking two night class-
es on Tuesday and Wednesday, along with a lab science on Tuesday and 
Thursday, plus newspaper for credit. That’s a four-day weekend every week, 
with more time that I can spend writing articles like this.

Although it varies from major to major, it doesn’t take a scheduling wizard 
to configure a night class to work out in your favor. I am a big fan of the jumbo 
night class and if you aren’t, that’s completely fine; more seats at 6:30 p.m. to 
chose from.

Against: Jumbos are a college student’s 
worst nightmare
Madeline Klepec 
Staff Writer

Worst-case-scenario for a college student? A three-and-a-half-hour class 
that lasts until 10 p.m. No matter the topic of the class, these classes are 
intolerable. It could be a class about my favorite TV show, but I would still find 
a way to complain about it. OK, unless it was a Hallmark Christmas movie 
class, then I would be all for it. If you’re like me and have a morning class and 
then a class from 4 p.m. to 5:50 p.m., you would probably dread going straight 
to your jumbo until 10 p.m. Maybe I’m just being lazy. Even though I have a 
break between my morning class and my 4 p.m. class, I am usually writing 
articles for blogs I write for or doing homework for other classes. They’re busy, 
hectic days.

Another downfall is that there are only 10 classes. Ten classes don’t leave 
much time to save your grade if it’s in potential danger. That means there are 
less assignments to be assigned. Not to say I’m a slacker, but I like security in 
grades. The more assignments, the better. When it’s to the point when I wish 
for more homework, you know it’s bad. I would rather have more homework 
and more classes a week than have one three-and-a-half-hour class once a 
week.

By the time class is over, I am hungry and ready to fall asleep. But wait! I 
can’t because then I have to go back to my dorm room to do homework. As I 
stated above, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. is the primetime for doing homework for other 
classes. Jumbos mess with my studying, workout, eating and even sleep 
schedule.

Then there’s the issue of trying not to fall asleep at your desk. “It’s hard to 
stay awake late at night,” said senior Bob Tomaszewski. You’re sitting in your 
desk, desperate to not fall out of your chair. It’s a battle between wanting to 
pay attention and just daydreaming about falling into your bed when you get 
back to your dorm room.

Jumbo classes mean jumbo patience
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The issue of whether North Central College 
should move to a semester format has arisen and 
been discussed several times in the past—but 
despite the discussions, the school has remained 
a three-term institution. That is until now.  Faculty 
forums were held during fall term to give faculty the 
opportunity to voice their concerns.

Active debate, faculty forums, special committees 
and other actions have been occurring in earnest 
since the start of the academic year and a recent 
faculty vote has signaled the likelihood that the 
school will indeed move to a semester calendar.

There has been open dialogue about what the 
best course of action would be, according to Dr. 
Stephen Caliendo, dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences and political science professor.

“It’s not uncommon; some of the concern comes 
from senior faculty because those are the folks 

that built this place. They are very much open to 
new ideas, but they are also more invested in the 
system the way we have it than a faculty member 
who has come in in the past three or four years,” 
Caliendo said.

He adds that the senior faculty perspective is 
valuable because “they have the institutional mem-
ory.” 

Caliendo additionally states: “I think folks who 
are supportive of this have spoken now and again; 
more or less they are feeling like they are excited 
and open to new direction.” 

Chemistry professor Paul Brandt is in favor of 
the changing over to semesters, but has some 
concerns, one being the “in-the-seat” class time. 
Not a big fan of the 70-minute class time, Brandt 
would rather see something similar to four 50-min-
ute classes. “I am not for where we are going now, 

which is four-credit classes,” Brandt said. 
Caliendo said, “There are benefits to our system 

that we will lose if we shift. The question is, are 
those offset by benefits of a new system?”

Throughout fall term, the proposals shifted 
and grew more specific including a proposal for 
four-credit courses, or “high-impact courses” that 
allow for a higher-quality learning experience. What 
President Troy Hammond and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty Abiodun 
Goke-Pariola argue is that the higher-impact class-
es will offset a potentially lower amount of courses 
without decreasing the value of the school’s various 
degrees or reducing the number of faculty.  

Any changes to the school’s academic calendar 
would be gradual and are not expected to be in 
effect until at least the fall of 2019.

With the building of the new Science Center, the 
NCC campus has changed not only physically, but 
systematically. This is a “domino effect” where mov-
ing allows vacancies that encourage growth in our 
departments on campus. The new Science Center 
gives us the room to do that. Here is your guide to 
the changes in location of the “schools” that host 
our departments next year, along with some fun 
facts about the switch.

College of arts and sciences
• After spring break 2017, psychology, math 

and computer science are all moving to the 
new Science Center. Once the fall 2017 term 
kicks into gear, all sciences will move in.

• In fall 2017, many art and science depart-
ments are moving into Goldspohn Hall (and to 
many other buildings as well to allow for more 
academic discourse). Arts and sciences will 
still remain scattered around different build-
ings as well to keep up positive interdisciplin-
ary mixing.

• The theater department is completely moving 
in to Pfeiffer Hall, which leaves the Fine Arts 
Center all to music. Pfeiffer Hall will have 
refurbished offices and rooms.

• English and the modern and classical lan-
guages remain in Kiekhofer Hall, and art 
remains in Meiley-Swallow Hall. Numerous 
other departments in this school are staying 
right where they are.

School of education and health sciences
• The departments in education and health sci-

ences are not moving from where they usually 
are, yet these classes may still be distributed 
in other buildings to contribute to our great 
mix of disciplines.

School of business and entrepreneurship
• Big changes are coming towards the School 

of Business & Entrepreneurship and Kroehler 
Science Center. The move to Kroehler will 
allow these programs to be a unit, and faculty 
offices being inside the building and close to 
student space allows for stronger faculty-stu-
dent relationships. More furnishing in student 
areas gives the most functionality for the 
building as a study space, and a refurbished 
computer lab will better fit the building’s new 
use as the center for business studies.

Interdisciplinary programs
• Interdisciplinary programs remain scattered 

across campus, because they are interdis-
ciplinary, after all.  Expect to have those in 
many different department buildings.

Other information
•  As North Central continues to work with 

higher learning, we hope that Seybert Hall 
will host a Shimer College, and the building 
will be fully refurbished to host the offices and 
gathering spaces for this school.

 A special thanks goes out to Dr. Marti Boart, 
associate provost and dean of academic services, 
and Mike Hudson, vice president of business opera-
tions, for providing this information.

Faculty weigh-in on semesters
Bob Tomaszewski 
Forum Editor

Abby Ehrler 
Contributing Writer

Photo by Deidre Ewers 

The guide to future department locations
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Mental illness is often misunderstood, mis-
represented and feared which makes it all the 
more crucial to be educated on the reality of 
these illnesses. The student-written and direct-
ed play, “Far from Normal,” aims to educate its 
audience on the sepa-
ration of mental illness 
from the people that it 
affects.
Jesús Martínez, a junior 
at North Central double 
majoring in psychology 
and theater with a minor 
in wellness, debuted, 
“Far from Normal,” on 
Jan. 26. The play is 
focused on a character 
named Jesus, which was played by sopho-
more, Alexander Poe. Jesus suffers from de-
pression, self-harm and an Eating Disorder Not 
Otherwise Specified (EDNOS), and his journey 
through the non-linear road to recovery.

The story follows Jesus as he battles with 
these disorders both 
literally and metaphor-
ically. Rather than just 
verbalizing the affects 
of mental illness in the 
story, Martínez chose 
to show the disorders in 
a physical way. Jesus 
EDNOS was personified 
as a baseball cap clad 
manipulative character 
named Ed, who was 
played by junior, Reagan 
Tierney, and his emo-
tions were physicalized by actors dressed in all 
black.

This not only showed the audience how 
Jesus was feeling throughout the story, but it 
reinforced the fact that mental illness is not 
who a person is: it is 
something they are deal-
ing with. The idea that a 
person is separate from 
their illness is not always 
met with understanding, 
however.

Mental illness is 
stigmatized to the point 
where people struggle to 
accept or even acknowl-
edge it as a genuine 
problem. Studies from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
the US National Library of Medicine and the 
National Institutes of Health show that the ma-
jority of the public doesn’t understand mental 
illness.

Patrick W. Corrigan and Deepa Rao’s “On 
the Self-Stigma of Mental Illness: Stages, 
Disclosure, and Strategies for Change” found 
that people view the mentally ill as “dangerous, 
unpredictable, flawed, or possessing a weak-
ness of character”.

This stigma results in people who suffer from 
mental illness to view themselves the same 
way - self-stigma - which leads to a “diminished 
self-concept.”

Works of art like “Far from Normal” succeed 
in humanizing mental 
illness and erasing the 
stigma surrounding them, 
because, as we some-
times forget, mental illness 
is much more common 
than people realize.

According to the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental 
Health “Approximately 1 in 
5 adults in the U.S. - 43.8 
million, or 18.5% - experi-

ences mental illness in a given year.” Nearly 20 
percent of adults in the U.S. deal with mental 
illness, yet most people do not have a com-
prehensive understanding of how mentally ill 
people cope.

As with most things people do not under-
stand, the worst is to be 
assumed– especially 
when the only time the 
media talks about mental 
illness is when it’s related 
to crime.

Martínez did not only set 
out to tell a story about 
the struggles of having a 
mental illness and how 
difficult recovery can be, 
he ensured that the audi-
ence was being educated 
as well.

At the beginning of the play, a survey was 
given out to the audience. The questions varied 
in nature, asking if you knew anyone who dealt 
with mental illness, to more thought-provok-
ing questions about self-harm, will power and 

whether or not you would 
be friends with or date 
someone who had a men-
tal illness.

By doing this, Martínez 
created an interactive 
program that captures the 
essence of mental illness 
while challenging the way 
people view these disor-
ders. With heavy topics 
like anxiety, depression, 
eating disorders, self-
harm, body image, lan-

guage barriers, recovery, 
relapses and so on, the story covers issues 
that affect more people than we realize.

Being educated on mental illness is the 
first step in understanding how people live 
and cope with these disorders, and “Far from 
Normal” shows that people living with mental 
illness are just like everyone else.

Far from Normal Interview with the Director

The following was taken from an interview with 
Jesús Martínez (‘18), a Psychology and Theatre 
Double Major, with a Wellness Minor, from Aurora, Ill.

How long have you been involved in 
theater?

I’ve been involved since I was in fourth grade. From 
elementary to high school, I had always been involved 
as an actor, both in musicals and in plays. When I came 
to North Central College in 2014, I decided to change my 
focus from acting to directing, dramaturgy, and play-
wrighting. 

What was it like writing and directing your 
own play?

It’s been a great learning experience. I had been writing 
“Far from Normal” since my junior year of high school 
(late 2012). Originally, I had no intention of staging it. It 
was meant to be a private side-project that I would work 
on when I wanted to take a break from homework. Being 
given the opportunity to present this show as part of 
NCC’s Student Directed Series alongside my peers has 
helped me grow as a theatrical artist.

Who or what inspired you to tell this story?
In high school, I watched my friends be harassed and 

stigmatized against while they battled their mental illness-
es. Classmates, strangers, and even some of the school 
faculty would make stigmatizing comments towards them, 
calling them “freaks,” “attention seekers,” as well as ex-
pecting them to just “get over” their issues and continue 
with school. I wrote this story in honor of those friends 
that I’ve met over the years, as well as those who have 
or are still battling mental illness. My hope for the show 
is that it will help those with no background in the reality 
of these disorders gain a better sense of understanding 
and empathy that people like my friends have faced or 
continue to face daily.

How did it feel to see your creation brought 
to life on the stage?

It was such a surreal experience. To see these charac-
ter’s and this story that has been in the making for nearly 
five years now come to life, on stage, has been an enjoy-
able experience. My cast, crew and production team have 
all been amazing and I’m so proud of each and every one 
of them for bringing “Far from Normal” to life the way that 
they have.  

Do you have any plans to write and/or direct 
another play?

I’ve got ideas for four different stories that I’m working 
out. I’m very much interested in focusing each of my 
works on the human experience and social change. As 
far as directing goes, I have no set plans to direct any-
thing as of now, but it is a position that I am very much 
interested in pursuing again. For now, I’m focusing on my 
writing.

Lexi Heinitz 
Contributing Writer

Lexi Heinitz
Contributing Writer

Photos by Deidre Ewers 
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